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Mr. Abdullah’s announcements over the
past two weeks are nothing short of remark-
able. Last Thursday, he acknowledged ‘‘per-
ceived corruption’ in the judiciary and an-
nounced an independent committee to vet
prospective judges. On Monday, he promised
to beef up the nation’s Anti-Corruption
Agency, implement laws to protect whistle-
blowers, and make changes to government
procurement practices—long a source of pa-
tronage for his party, the United Malays Na-
tional Organization, and the coalition it
leads, the National Front.

None of these ideas are new. In fact, Mr.
Abdullah himself promised better, cleaner
governance when he took office in 2004. Ma-
laysia’s voters gave him four years to imple-
ment his promises. Last month, voters deliv-
ered their verdict: They handed opposition
parties control of five out of 13 states, up
from one—their biggest parliamentary gains
since the country’s founding.

With that reprimand, Mr. Abdullah now
seems to realize that democracy in Malaysia
matters. And he’s ripped reform ideas
straight from the opposition parties’ play-
books. Anwar Ibrahim’s National Justice
Party, for instance, has long advocated judi-
cial reform and the protection of whistle-
blowers. The new chief minister of Penang, a
member of the Democratic Action Party,
called for an open tender system for govern-
ment procurement last month.

A wise leader will always appropriate good
ideas, especially ones recently endorsed at
the ballot box. Doing so is also a savvy polit-
ical move for Mr. Abdullah. His standing as
head of UMNO was put in question after his
party’s electoral losses last month. It still
is—on Sunday, a former finance minister,
Razaleigh Hamzah, said he’d contest for the
party leadership.

If the Prime Minister can reposition him-
self as a reformer who enjoys public support,
it will be harder for his internal challengers
to unseat him, come the party congress in
December. Showing that UMNO can reform
is also a chance for Mr. Abdullah to slow the
opposition’s political momentum at a time
when it is still enjoying the aftermath of
last month’s election victories.

The Prime Minister may also be thinking
about his legacy. The first to hold that office
after over two decades of rule under
Mahathir Mohamad, Mr. Abdullah was seen
as a transitional figure who would bring
greater freedoms to his country. At first, he
did, loosening controls on the press and
cracking down on a few corrupt officials. But
largely as last month’s vote showed—he has
so far failed.

Malaysia needs the reforms now on offer,
and fast. Corruption undermines the coun-
try’s economic competitiveness and its
attractiveness as a place to do business.
That depresses investment, and employment
opportunities for Malaysians. Without a
strong judiciary or a free press, the only way
citizens feel they can show their discontent
is to protest on the streets. Giving Malay-
sians a justice system they trust would help
alleviate some, if not all, of those griev-
ances.

None of these reforms can be implemented
overnight, and most will be strongly opposed
by UMNO’s political machine, which has ben-
efited for years from its opaque patronage
system. But the threat of being unseated
from office should be a good motivation for
the party to take Mr. Abdullah’s ideas seri-
ously. Its about time.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame and Museum, located in the heart of
historic downtown Cleveland, Ohio, and in rec-
ognition of the site’s significant contributions to
preserving American culture.

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Mu-
seum opened its doors in 1995 and attracts
visitors from all over the country and the
world. The Museum provides educational pro-
grams and opportunities for visitors to fully ex-
perience the history and impact that music has
had on our culture. Artists and musicians from
all over the world perform at the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame and Museum and teach
their audiences about the social significance of
making music.

With carefully preserved artifacts from many
of our country’s favorite artists and the history
behind some of the most beloved songs, the
Hall of Fame and Museum showcases the sig-
nificant impact that music has had in so many
of our nation’s social, cultural and political his-
torical events. Throughout history, musicians
have used their music as a vehicle to give
voice to the voiceless, to challenge many so-
cial, cultural and political norms, and to cele-
brate that most human of emotions, love. This
year, on June 13, 2008, the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame and Museum, along with the
Joint Veterans Commission of Cuyahoga
County, is commemorating Flag Day, the
233rd Birthday of the U.S. Army, and hosting
a naturalization ceremony. | join the Hall of
Fame and Museum and the JVCOCC of
Cleveland in their celebration of these impor-
tant events.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor of the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame Museum and in recognition of its unique
and significant contributions to preserving
American Culture and of its outstanding edu-
cational outreach programs.

TRIBUTE TO BONNIE BAKER
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 11, 2008

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mrs. Bonnie Baker of Clarion,
lowa on her 26-year postal career and con-
gratulate her on the occasion of her retire-
ment. Mrs. Baker has been a shining example
of dedicated public service throughout her ca-
reer.

Mrs. Baker began in 1982 by working as a
window clerk in Dows, lowa. The following
year she moved to the Clarion Post Office,
again working the front window. During her
tenure in Clarion, Mrs. Baker worked periodi-
cally at the EDS plant when her services were
needed. In October of 1993 she accepted a
full-time position working for EDS.

Mrs. Baker was responsible for a variety of
duties at her most recent position, including
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resolving different mailing problems that may
arise, managing the transportation system,
and instructing new employees on their var-
ious assignments.

| commend Bonnie Baker for her service to
the State of lowa throughout her many years
in her postal career. It is an immense honor to
represent Mrs. Baker in the United States
Congress, and | know that my colleagues join
me in wishing her a long, happy and healthy
retirement.

———
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OF BOOKER T. WASHINGTON
SENIOR HIGH
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to offer my
warmest congratulations to a special group of
cheerleaders in my Congressional District. The
cheerleading team of Booker T. Washington
Senior High recently took first place in their di-
vision at the Ameri-Cheer International Com-
petition in Orlando, Florida. This is a wonderful
accomplishment and | know that | join with our
whole community in honoring their success.

With all their hard work, skill, and commit-
ment to excellence, these young adults man-
aged to bring home to their school a very no-
table title. These athletes truly deserve to be
recognized as models for perseverance. All
who know them can readily appreciate the
can-do feeling that emanates from the group
and their unyielding desire to succeed. They
have shown us what it means to be the best.

| also recognize that it was with the support
of their parents, teachers, and friends that
these cheerleaders were able to win such a
demanding competition. Those closest to this
team were just as vital in its success as com-
ponents in the motivation that allowed them to
go so far. The devotion that family and friends
offer is incredibly important and | am delighted
with their involvement in this endeavor.

At this time | would like to submit into the
RECORD the names of the cheerleading team
from Booker T. Washington Senior High: Luria
Davis, Head Coach; Sharon Parker, Assistant
Coach; Frankeetha Roberts, Assistant Coach;
Bridgette Godfrey, Senior; Samkia Kirkland,
Senior; Tamkia Kirkland, Senior; Tania Hall,
Senior; Prensata Adams, Senior; Constance
Caffey, Senior; Rudellee Lewin, Senior; Tiffany
Cruz-Brown, Junior; Sheltonise Clements,
Sophomore; Laquanna Farquharson, Fresh-
man; Tatianna Johnson, Freshman; Shamira
Abbott, Freshman;

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating these wonderful students and teachers
for their success at this year's Ameri-Cheer
International Competition.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DENNIS
MANGERS

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 11, 2008

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, | rise in trib-
ute to Dennis Mangers as he retires after
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